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For Immediate Release: 
 
 More than 30 local residents gathered at Guelph Lake Commons 
senior’s centre to brainstorm ideas for the community use of the proposed 
Wilson Farmhouse Community Centre, to inform an Expression of Interest 
scheduled for submission to the City of Guelph by March 20th. 
 
 Organizers felt the evening to be very successful, as many 
participants stayed an extra 40 minutes overtime to continue developing the 
exciting ideas generated for how Wilson Farmhouse could serve its 
community.  
 
 The project team was introduced, including Executive Director of the 
Elora Environment Centre Matt Vermeulen; Development Consultant for 
Creating Homes Inc., John Farley (builder of many Social Enterprise housing 
developments in Guelph), and recent Project Manager of community centres 
REEP House in Kitchener, and LOFT Youth Centre for Social Enterprise and 
Innovation in Toronto Ben Barclay. 
 
Ben Barclay then presented a brief project description, explaining that: 
 

• the building structure is in good shape, and would be carefully 
restored to preserve heritage features, while adding environmental 
displays to help homeowners cut their utility bills, and harmonized 
with the Park by well designed landscaping, and preservation and 
planting of mature trees to add “curb appeal” and support local 
property values. 

• the Centre would pay its own way by offering affordable rentals of a 
community kitchen and meeting spaces, supported by a small food 
concession. In addition, local programming such as parent-child drop 
in, post natal fitness classes, and senior’s social programming, would 
be offered, potentially in partnership with established groups such as 
the nearby Trillium Waldorf School, and the Guelph Wellington 
Seniors Association. 

• Wilson Farmhouse would be renovated and operated without 
spending one penny of taxpayer money. A Social Enterprise model 
would be imported with mentorship from at least 4 successful Social 
Enterprise Community Centres, from as far away as the Atlantis 
Leisure Centre in Oban Scotland, and as close as the Guelph Youth 
Music Centre, whose renovation was also financed by a loan, using the 
building as security, resulting in a mortgage payment for the Centre. 
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 After concerns from a few residents were heard and addressed, local 
neighbour Laurel McKellar spoke out passionately to thank the Wilson 
Farmhouse team for taking the initiative as volunteer citizens to finally 
develop Wilson Farmhouse to enrich her neighbourhood. Neighbours then 
collected into smaller workshop groups to look over the initial “seed” 
drawings, and brainstorm ideas for community use. 
 
 The ideas came thick and fast, covering a wide cross section of 
interests and participants, from an 8 year old suggesting that bike racks and 
trails be integrated with park bike trails, to an elder, perhaps 80 years old, 
who insisted that dance classes were “a must”. 
 
 Over 50 distinct ideas were proposed, which will be summarized in 
full in the Expression of Interest, along with the suggestions submitted 
through our neighbourhood survey, which has reached a 10% response rate 
from 650 neighbours polled in only 4 days. 
 
 Innovative suggestions included: 
 

• intergenerational programming, where elders could exchange 
wisdom and skills with youth, and having the Centre act as an 
incubator for local talent, such as yoga teachers, to find a wider 
audience. 

• the primary use of the Centre would be by local neighbours, which 
would reduce local congestion and the City’s carbon footprint by 
reducing trips to distant Community Centres. Quality bike racks, links 
to existing transit, senior’s shuttle networks and CarShare, would 
reduce the perceived need for parking, to resist our society’s “slavery 
to the automobile”. 

• the history of Wilson Farm, our agricultural past, and some of the 
areas earliest settlers since 1836, could be preserved in permanent 
photographic and written displays, but linked by programming to 
Guelph’s our present position as an agribusiness leader, in partnership 
with the University of Guelph, FarmStart, the annual Organic 
Conference, etc. 

 
Summary: 
 
There is a strong groundswell of support for re-purposing Wilson Farmhouse 
to preserve its historical value, conserve the building, and provide a local 
neighbourhood resource centre.  


