
 

 

DATE October 15, 2013 
  
TO City Council 
  
FROM Todd Salter, General Manager Planning Services 
DIVISION Planning, Building, Engineering and Environment 
DEPARTMENT Planning Services 
 
SUBJECT Release of St. George’s Square Draft Options (Downtown 

Streetscape Manual and Built Form Standards Project) 
 
 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 
The purpose of this memo is to update Council on the St. George’s Square Redesign 
project that is underway and to provide the related materials that will be released 
publicly on October 16, 2013 as part of the next phase of community consultation. 
In addition to the materials attached, the Project for Public Spaces report will be 
released online at guelph.ca/placemaking on this date. We kindly ask that this 
information remain internal until then. 
 
The next scheduled event, which will focus on St. George’s Square and the 
surrounding key streetscapes, is a public workshop:  
 

Wednesday, October 23 
6:30–9 p.m. 
City Hall, 1 Carden Street 
guelph.ca/placemaking 

 
Input received at the workshop, which builds on the Placemaking workshop held last 
March and the Streetscape workshop held in June, will be used to develop a vision, 
program, and activation plan for key areas of the Downtown. 
 
The draft materials attached include conceptual options for St. George’s Square. 
These options build on the success of Market Square and Carden Street, to create a 
space that is flexible, adaptable, and multi functional. Staff have been working with 
an internal technical steering committee to develop these options. 
 
As seen in the attached document, one of the options is to re-introduce a 
consolidated square into St. George’s Square. This option is a departure from the 
current “T” intersection. This is being considered for a number of reasons including 
trying to push some of the activity from the centre to the edges in order to activate 
the businesses as well as create a more consolidated, usable public space allows for 
the day-to-day activation of the space.  
 
We anticipate that this option may generate a lively public discussion and therefore 
we have already met with the Downtown Advisory Committee and Marty Williams of 
the Downtown Guelph Business Association to preview these materials. We are also 
planning a separate workshop with the downtown businesses. 
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Background  
 
This work is part of the update to the Downtown Streetscape Manual (previously 
called the Downtown Public Realm Manual, 2001) and the Downtown Built Form 
Standards (previously called the Downtown Private Realm Manual, 2001). An 
overview of this project was provided to Council in June 2013 (http://guelph.ca/wp-
content/uploads/info_items_060713.pdf#page=6). 
 
This project is part of a larger implementation strategy to shape a new, progressive 
Downtown that builds on a number of initiatives guided by the Downtown Secondary 
Plan. A vital downtown is an essential component in the City’s economic 
development strategy. With thoughtful investment our downtown can reach its 
fullest potential.  
 
An assessment of the financial implications of the proposed design directions will be 
undertaken s part of the later phase of the project.  
 
Next Steps 
 
October 23, 2013 Public workshop for St. George’s Square and key 

downtown streetscapes     
 
Fall/Early Winter  Preparation of draft documents/public engagement on 

draft documents. Release of draft documents through the 
PBEE committee 

 
Winter 2014 Finalize the Downtown Streetscape Manual and Built Form 

Standards for adoption by Council  
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