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Don’t sacrifice building’s lawn for parking, neighbours urge
Guelph Mercury
GUELPH — A proposal by a developer to turn a former Family and Children's Services facility into a dozen condominiums
has its neighbours irked over plans to turn its front lawn into a parking lot.
Residents say they don't oppose Vesterra's $2.5 million plan to turn a vacant heritage structure that once served as the
nurses' residence for Guelph General Hospital into a modern apartment-condominium development, with another two units
built at the rear of the structure in the form of an addition.
But they wish to preserve the trees at the front of the building, and prevent them from being covered in asphalt.
"When you get home from a stressful day, you don't want to stare down a parking lot," neighbour Edward Greig said. "Green
space is much more calming."
Vesterra's owner, Robert Eilers, said he and his firm are not planning to cover the building's front yard with asphalt, but there
is no other place to locate the dozen or so extra parking spaces the building needs to meet the requirements of future tenants
and city standards.
"We're not looking at paving over the front yard," Eilers said. "We're not looking at just putting down asphalt and making it
look like a Walmart."
In a joint letter submitted by Greig and other nearby residents, they suggest moving the parking lot to the rear of the
development and cancelling a proposed addition containing two condo units in the rear of the property.
But Eilers said they cannot build a parking lot in the rear of the building, because there is only enough space for eight parking
spots.
There are approximately a dozen mature trees sitting on the front yard. Greig recalls them being planted in 1985. He and the
other neighbours who oppose a front yard parking lot lament the loss of the trees.
But Eilers said a city recommended arborist inspected the trees and found "all but one of them to be decayed and diseased,"
and "recommended they come down."
Eilers said he and his firm are planning to plant shrubs and may install "permeable pavers, or paving stones where grass
goes through (the middle of each stone)."
"It essentially makes the lot look green instead of blackened asphalt."
While all of the residents who have submitted comments about Vesterra's plan indicate they don't want to see a parking lot,
Eilers said the project may not go forward without a parking lot.
"Restoring these historical buildings costs a fortune ... For us to justify an investment like that, we need as many rental units
as we possibly can get.
Residents also suggest in their letters to city council that Vesterra look at purchasing or leasing surrounding property to host
parking spots.
Eilers said he is examining this possibility.
Council will consider Vesterra's application to have the property rezoned at a public meeting scheduled for Oct. 7.
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