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Delhi recreation centre on the block
City hall is looking to sell the former Delhi Community Centre after a couple of potential uses for the site fell through.
The city should first look at whether Guelph General Hospital is interested in the site for expansion of the hospital’s
property along Delhi Street, says a city staff report that will go to council on Nov. 28 after being endorsed by a
council committee this week.
If the hospital isn’t interested, staff are proposing the city seek proposals by issuing a Request for Expressions of
Interest.
“Right now we haven’t narrowed it down to any specific possibilities” for future uses of the site, said Jim Stokes, the
city’s manager of realty services.
“We’ll see what the market is interested in doing,” he said in an interview Tuesday. “Hopefully, we’ll see some good
interest in it.”
The eastern part of the 2.3-acre site near Eramosa Road, which has a slope, would be retained by the city for park
purposes. What’s to be sold is the 1.4 acres on the west side, which is fairly flat and includes the former recreation
centre.
The building, used for more than 40 years as a location for summer camps, recreation and arts programming, was
closed by the city in 2008 on the grounds it was inefficient to operate as a community centre.
Family & Children’s Services of Guelph and Wellington County entered into an agreement with the city in 2008 to
buy the 1.4 acres that includes the building at 65 Delhi St. However, this sale was conditional on the sale of another
property owned by Family & Children’s Services. It didn’t happen, and the deal with the city to buy 65 Delhi expired.
Family & Children’s Services has had offices for many years at 55 Delhi St., near the former recreation centre.
However, it’s in the process of moving to a new facility at 275 Eramosa Rd. and will be listing the property at 55 Delhi
for sale, says the staff report.
In January 2010, the city made the property at 65 Delhi available to the Wellington Guelph Drug Strategy Committee
and its partners, Stonehenge Therapeutic Community and the Canadian Mental Health Association, as part of their
bid for a transitional housing project. However, the provincial funding didn’t come through and the project didn’t
proceed.
The former recreation centre has about 10,700 square feet on two floors, plus a basement of about 6,500 square
feet. The building was constructed around 1910 for an isolation hospital, and it was converted to a community centre
around 1963. It is listed on the city’s heritage inventory, but it should be designated under the Ontario Heritage Act
before it’s sold, the report says.
If Guelph General Hospital isn’t interested in acquiring the property, “staff believe it is important to engage the public
in order to understand what uses may be of interest and what uses may or may not be supported,” it says.
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