
2013-10-01 10:34 AMApartment development seeks to level thirteen trees | Your community newspaper in Guelph, Ontario

Page 1 of 3http://www.guelphtribune.ca/news/apartment-development-seeks-to-level-thirteen-trees/

Photos Submit an Event Fog 14° C | Weather Forecast Register|Login

Search this Site Search Guelph area businesses

Full Text Archive

 Announcements Cars Classifieds Jobs Real Estate Rentals Shopping

HOT TOPICS COMMUNITY GUIDE 2013-2014
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Plans to turn this century-old Delhi Street building into a multi-residential
building include the removal of most of the trees seen in this photo to
make way for parking in the front yard.
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Apartment development
seeks to level thirteen
trees
A property management company
hopes to turn the former Children’s Aid
building on Delhi Street into
apartments, but plans to do so call for
cutting down 13 trees in the front yard
for parking.
Vesterra Property Management, which
purchased the century-old building at
55 Delhi St. earlier this year, has
applied to the city to change the
zoning of the property to allow the
building to be converted into a 12-unit
apartment building with parking in the
front yard.
City council will hold a public meeting on the application on Oct. 7 at 7 p.m. in council chambers.
The two-and-a-half-storey building sits on less than half an acre just east of the hospital. It was built in 1910, and
although it is not a designated heritage property, it is listed as a property of heritage interest on the city’s
website. “The exterior features of the building will be retained/refurbished where possible, including the front porch,
balcony, bay windows, gables, and dormers,” said the proposal in the planning justification report submitted to the
city.
According to Vesterra’s Phase I Environmental Assessment, the building was built in 1910 as a nurses’ home for the
adjacent nursing school at Guelph General Hospital.
In the 1950s, it became the home of the Children’s Aid Society – now Family and Children’s Services, but the
organization put the building up for sale after it moved to its new location on Eramosa Road.
Vesterra wants to make it a residence again, turning the main building into 10 residential units and adding two more
residential units in a later addition to the building it hopes to demolish and rebuild.
But in order to go ahead with its plans, Vesterra will need a number of “specialized zoning provisions,” said the
application and public meeting notice. These include exceptions to the amount of front yard space allowed, the
amount of landscaped open space required, the minimum side yard space required and the off-street parking
location.
“Due to the nature of the proposal, being a redevelopment of a cultural heritage resource, it is not possible to meet
all of the requirements of the zoning bylaw,” the planning report said.
The plan sees the property with more front yard than is normally allowed by the bylaw, less landscaped space,
smaller side and back yards, and parking in the front yard – something not normally allowed. Currently, the majority
of the 14 trees on the property are in front of the building, but an arborist’s report submitted to the city recommends
removing all but one of them.
Most of the trees, which include some maples, two species of spruce, some honey locust, a white ash and a lilac,
are listed as being in fair or poor condition.
A Norway spruce to the front right of the building is the only one listed in “good” condition, and the report
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recommends retaining it.
“A total of 18 parking spaces have been proposed on site, as required by the parking provisions of the bylaw,” said
the planning report.
“Due to the current layout of the building on the site, minor amendments to the zoning bylaw will be required to
accommodate off-street parking in the front yard and within less than three metres of the front and side lot lines.”
The proposed parking layout puts 13 spaces in the front yard and five spaces in the rear left corner of the lot, along
the side property line.
The proposed parking cannot be accommodated in the back or side yards due to the layout of the building on the
site, the report says.
“This does not meet the parking requirements of the zoning bylaw. However, this is not uncommon for other
properties on Delhi Street,” it said.
The amendments to the bylaw are needed for the redevelopment of the property and for the restoration of the
“landmark building,” the reports said. “The requested amendments are minor and will not adversely affect the
adjacent properties or surrounding area. Significant care in the site plan design will occur to ensure a dedicated
pedestrian access is provided, while also creating areas where landscaping and buffering can be integrated into the
site design.”
People who wish to speak to city council or provide written comments about the proposed zoning application are
required to contact the city clerk’s office no later than Oct. 4 at 9 a.m.
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