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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

	Guelph, ON
	Date:
	April 6, 2007
	Time:
	11:45 a.m.

	Fire Damages Historic Gummer Building



	Nearly 40 Guelph fire fighters were called to the scene to battle a blaze that broke out in a Douglas Street building in downtown Guelph in the early morning hours of Good Friday. 

A 9-1-1 call at 1:48 a.m. this morning alerted fire officials to the blaze, and the first crews responding found the buildings to be fully involved.   The main fire started in the building housing the Twisted Asylum and Goldfinger businesses, and had spread to the Gummer building.   Fire crews from all 5 stations were called out to battle the blaze in this morning's harsh winter weather conditions.  Crews were able to contain the fire to the top floor of the Gummer building, and the top two floors of the adjacent building.  The facade and the lower three floors of the historic Gummer building were saved.  Numerous businesses in the buildings, including Goldfinger, Venus Smiled, Twisted Assylum and the law offices of Vorvis, Anderson, Gray, Armstrong,  sustained fire and water damage.   No persons were injured in the blaze, and all occupants of the upper floor apartments in the buildings were evacuated.  Guelph Transit buses helped to move the occupants to temporary accommodations.  Early estimates indicate that the fire has caused between $1 and $2 million in damage.

Guelph Fire Chief Shawn Armstrong calls the fire suspicious in nature, and officials from the Fire Marshall's Office and Guelph Police are on the scene to assist in determing the cause.  

Streets in downtown Guelph in the area of the fire are temporarily closed until Fire officials are satisfied that the fire is fully extinguished, and the buildings can be secured.
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For information contact:

	Chief Shawn Armstrong

	Guelph Fire Department

	(519) 824-3232
fire@guelph.ca 

	www.guelph.ca
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